From: Sarah Mason

Sent: 14 October 2020 17:05

To: CornwallALC Enquiries

Cc: Nic Phillips; Robert Lacey; Tim Dwelly CC

Subject: URGENT : PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE - GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON CHANGESTO
THE PLANNING SYSTEM

The Government’s consultation on the future of the planning system closes on October 29,

2020. At a meeting of the Cornwall Planning Partnership this afternoon, members received a
briefing on the issues identified within the consultation and in particular the significant impact that
the short term changes would have on Cornwall’s communities and landscape (slides attached).

The changes outlined in the long term review of the planning system will need significant changes to
the law, and so the consultation also includes measures for interim changes to existing

legislation. These short term interim measures would place significant restrictions on the planning
system within Cornwall. The Partnership believes that it is now essential to highlight these to all of
Cornwall’s MPs giving local examples of how these changes would affect your communities and
landscape.

Through CALC the partnership members are asking you to write to all of Cornwall’s MPs to giving
practical examples of the impact that these proposals would have on your area. The short term
measures include

1. changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need (to apply from November
2021) — how would these changes affect your area especially if, under the NDP process you have
identified a housing need for the parish.

2. temporarily lifting the small sites threshold below which developers do not need to contribute to
affordable housing in urban areas from 10 to 40 or 50 dwellings — can you give practical
examples of what this increase might mean

3. securing First Homes as part of affordable housing requirements through developer
contributions in the short term until the transition to a new system

4. extending the current Permission in Principle to major development

The Partnership is also concerned that the short term proposals do not address key local issues of
affordability, the quality and character of local developments and the role of Neighbourhood Plan; it
was also concerned that it did not address the issue of land banking where permissions have been
given.

| do hope that you will support the Planning Partnership in its attempts to demonstrate the
detrimental impact that these proposals on the landscape and character of Cornwall.

MP email addresses are

Sheryl Murray Sheryl.murray.mp@parliament.uk

George Eustace George.eustace.mp@parliament.uk

Scott Mann scott.mann.mp@parliament.uk




Derek Thomas derek.thomas.mp@parliament.uk

Cherilyn Macrory cherilyn.mackrory.mp@parliament.uk

Steve Double steve.double.mp@parliament.uk

Kind regards,

Sarah Mason
County Executive Officer
Cornwall Association of Local Councils

Email : enquiries@cornwallalc.org.uk
www.cornwallalc.org.uk

This e-mail and attachments are intended for above named only and may be confidential. If they
have come to you in error you must take no action based on them, nor must you copy or show them
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with the relevant legislation and may
need to be disclosed under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental Information
Regulations 2004. Security Warning: It is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that this e-mail
and any attachments are virus free. The Authority will not accept liability for any damage caused by
a virus.
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Information Classification: CONTROLLED

PLANNING

* Two consultations — short term change and
fundamental change to planning system

* Wide-ranging changes to streamline and modernise the system
* Short term proposals consultation paper closed 15t October
* Planning system white paper closes 29" October

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future

Consultation on four interim changes to the planning system, including:

1. changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need (to
apply from November 2021)

2. temporarily lifting the small sites threshold below which developers do
not need to contribute to affordable housing in urban areas from 10 to
40 or 50 dwellings

3. securing First Homes as part of affordable housing requirements
through developer contributions in the short term until the transition
to a new system

4. extending the current Permission in Principle to major development

All to be put in place until the new planning system is brought into force

(# www.cornwall.gov.uk



* Proposals could potentially delay development and will result in renegotiations and
uncertainty

* The proposals for increasing housing numbers do not reflect local circumstances and
the reality of the local market

* Further positive support required for build out rather than increasing supply

* Increases in the threshold will reduce affordable housing delivery and could reduce
opportunities for SMEs and registered providers — other positive methods could
support delivery and affordable housing

* Support first homes in principle, but greater discount is needed

* PIPs do not provide clarity and could increase land values artificially

* Transition arrangements for all changes are vital, particularly for NDPs
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* This is not a classic white paper

* Some significant gaps

* There are a mix of concerns and opportunity

* A sshift of focus for engagement and challenge

*  We want to have a positive conversation about delivery and barriers
* We encourage you to contribute your ideas

* We all need to make Government aware of what is missing

Please take opportunities to shape the system
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*  What the system will actually look like and what will survive the consultation process!
* Timetable for production

* Transition arrangements and regulation

* Many elements are deferred for separate consultation

* Interplay with other legislation (including Environment Bill, Building Regulations and
new environmental standards)

* The exact role of Neighbourhood Plans
* How climate change and other aspects will be reflected

* Itis almost impossible to leave behind the existing system

(# www.cornwall.gov.uk



A new planning system based on a ‘land classification’ approach designed to speed up
plan making and planning decisions:

* New Local Plan process, required to be completed within 30 months of
commencement — growth sites granted automatic permission

* Planning decisions must be made within statutory time periods

* Increased national control of planning policies, housing numbers and standards
* Design and masterplanning given increased importance

* S.106 and CIL replaced by new ‘Infrastructure Fund’

* Role of Neighbourhood Plans remain important but exact role unclear in the paper. Will
continue to receive infrastructure fund share
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* A new nationally set housing requirement

* 30 month process end to end - classifying land, allocate sites and set out only site
specific design requirements

* The need to classify land as three types is potentially very restrictive — potential for a
hierarchy?

* No time included for creation of a spatial strategy or wider debate

* 6 months engagement will be insufficient

* National policies need to be supplemented by local policies and to be aspirational
* Replacement system for testing local plans needs to be clear and transparent

* Housing requirement methodology too high and process of adjustment unclear
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* Model design codes through new national approach
* Creation of a body to support local design codes and a ‘chief officer for design’

* Role for Council, NDPS or developers - Precedence for national guide and code until
replaced locally

* Design guide becomes more important, but bar for engagement is also raised — this
needs to be clarified to avoid challenges

* Considerable scale of work across Cornwall
* National pattern book of popular design could reduce distinctiveness

* Resources and training are required to improve design and provide required guidance
and confidence
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* Deadlines enforced and lost appeals subject to refund

* Template for submissions

* Member role reduced at planning application stage

* Decision taking concentrated at plan making stage

* Automatic permissions for growth sites and extended permitted development
e Potentially multiple planning routes

e Less opportunity for S.106 to resolve issues?
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* Reduction in the number of assessments undertaken

* Continued commitment to Biodiversity Net Gain and street trees

* One stop environmental assessment process to replace existing regimes
* Protection allocation and links to Nature Recovery Networks

* Protection allocation and local green space

* Fundamentally important climate change mitigation actions yet to be
unveiled
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* The future role is unclear, but still viewed as important

* Importance of role in explaining local character increases

* Potentially less room for creating policies and allocating sites
* Greater positive role in design and patterns of development?
» Support needed for greater digitisation

 Templates to be welcomed?

e (Can greater consistency be achieved?

(# www.cornwall.gov.uk



* Visual and map based

 Machine readable plans — national database

* Plans (and potentially applications) based on a template
* Plans are simplified to interactive maps

* Greater emphasis on digital presentation

* Accessible by smartphone

* Greater sharing of data
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* Combination of $.106 and Community Infrastructure Levy

* Proportion set nationally and payment at occupation, set at levy rate in
force at the time of grant based on final value

* Authorities can borrow against expected levy to front load infrastructure
» Affordable housing to be provided from levy

 Upto 25% top slice to be retained for parishes

* Will a nationally set levy provide the same funding?

* Impact on land prices and deliverability?
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Climate change has little detailed reference but questions around:
* Climate Change Act and 2050 commitment

* Layouts contributing to active travel and wellbeing

e Speeding up transition to Future Homes Standard

* Policy for renewable energy (and suitable areas)?

* Biodiversity net gain and nature recovery networks

* Tree planting and canopy cover

(# www.cornwall.gov.uk



* More focus is needed on the future and how key issues
are responded to — particularly climate change

* Plan-making is the focus —so significant resources are
required to identify different areas for growth, renewal
and protection against a challenging Local Plan
statutory timetable

* Master plans and design codes — clarity required and
resources to develop these alongside a Local Plan

* Clarity needed on the continued role of Neighbourhood
Plans and support for them

* Unclear what the national development management
policies will cover and the impact on local discretion

* Clarity needed on proposals for reducing duplication in
environmental assessment
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* Housing numbers need to be balanced with incentivising
and supporting build out

* Detail needed around the role of communities,
committees and members in the determination of
planning applications

e Stricter deadlines and refunds for applications and
appeals could impact on confidence for decisions

* Increased permitted development and Permission in
Principle potentially reduces control, public confidence
and benefit

* Concern around popular ‘anywhere’ design — limited
reflection of local context and potentially stifling
Innovation
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* Single Infrastructure Levy welcomed but need to retain
other aspects of s106 — legal agreements

* How will the Levy rate be set nationally — will this mean
less funding for Cornwall?

* No guarantee that the new Infrastructure Levy will
deliver affordable housing and same levels of
infrastructure

* Less complexity and more power and resources needed
for enforcement

e Stricter deadlines and refunds for applications and
appeals could impact on confidence for decisions

(# www.cornwall.gov.uk



Any Questions?
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